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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the
adoptive families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heaaing of Chapter 47, Human Resources dee,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [FeR
HARB-¥0-PLACE~CHIEBREN]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are

designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The

department may provide the services directly or through contract.

The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling

services, and medical aid.

SECTION 4. The importance of this legislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several

days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended,

71R1572 IDW=-D 1
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and that this Act take effect and be in force from

passage, and it is so enacted.
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By Collazo H.B. No. 1806

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the
adoptive families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 47, Human Resources Code,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [FOR
HARB-FO-PRAEE-EHEIEBREN]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are

designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by

adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The

department may provide the services directly or through contract.

The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling

services, and medical aid.

SECTION 4. The importance of this 1legislation and the

f
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the

constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several

days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suSpended,
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. 1
Amend H.B. 1806 on page 1, between 1lines 19 and 20, by
inserting the following:

Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTIVE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a)

The Postadoptive Services Advisory Committee is established.

(b) The committee is composed of:

(l) a representative of the department, appointed by

the commissioner;

(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation, appointed by the commissioner of

mental health and mental retardation;

(3) an adoptive parent, appointed by the lieutenant

governor;
(4) an adoptive parent, appointed by the speaker of

the house;

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to

practice in this state who specializes in treating adopted

children, appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency,

appointed by the speaker of the house.

(c) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the

first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-year terms and may be

reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve

as chairman.

(f) The committee shall meet at least gquarterly. Any
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actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote

of the members present.

(g) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are

entitled to reimbursement for actual and hecessary expenses

incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee

and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.

(i) The committee shall:

(1) monitor the postadoptive services provided by the

department and the contracts issued for those services;

(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the

postadoptive services;

(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive

families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the

state; and

(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not

later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the

results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations

for the state, and committee recommendations to improve

postadoptive services provided by the department.

71R8047 IDW-D Waterfield




COMMITTEE REPORT Poc) 18 199

The Honorable Gib Lewis

Speaker of the House of Representatives ) (date)

Sir:

We, your COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES,

to whom was referred H @(r;wlzz(u)r: have had the same under consideration and beg to report‘

back with the recommendation that it

( ) do pass, without amendment.
(M do pass, with amendmentﬂ.
( ) do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.

A fiscal note was requested. (v{ yes ( )no An actuarial analysis was requested. ( ) yes (u/no
An author’s fiscal statement was requested. ( ) yes (%o

A criminal justice policy impact statement was prepared. ( ) yes (v)/no

A water development policy impact statement was requested. ( )yes (fno

(\/ The Committee recommends that this measure be sent to the Committee on Local and Consent Calendars for
placement on the ( ) Local, (M Consent, or ( ) Resolutions Calendar.

This measure ( ) proposes new law. (%mends existing law.

House Sponsor of Senate Measure

The measure was reported from Committee b)f the following vote:

AYE NAY | PNV ABSENT
Barton, Ch. v/
Melton, V.C. v’
Vowell, C.B.O. v
Blair v
Johnson, J. v
Larry v
Linebarger ‘/
VanderVoort ‘/
Waterfield v
Total . -
_ 71 aye égft%‘z«/ /r/sé//ﬂ/iﬁ
® nay CHAIRMAN
___O__. present, not voting LOM %w a/M/
7

absent ‘ COMMITTEE COORDINATOR




BILL ANALYSIS

H.B. 1806 Human Services Committee
by Collazo

BACKGROUND

Ten years ago, adoption services consisted mainly of the
time staff spent recruiting and studying prospective adoptive
homes. Once a child was placed, only a minimum of support ser-
vices were needed. Now, due to the severity and multiplicity of
problems the children needing placement have, it has become ap-
parent that more time and support is required to support adoption
both before and after consummation. The purpose of post place-
ment adoption services is to provide that support, as needed, to
the adoptee and members of the adoptive family. Failure to pro-
vide these services reduces the possibility of adoption for some
children, as many children periodically need services in order to
function satisfactorily in a family setting, and may impede the
success of an adoptive placement that has been made.

PURPOSE

H.B. 1806 would allow the Texas Department of Human Services
to provide various services, if needed, after adoption to
adoptees and adoptive families to whom the department provided
services before adoption.

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends the heading of Chapter 47 of the Human Re-
sources Code to read "Chapter 47. Adoption Services." The words
"For Hard to Place Children" are deleted.

SECTION 2. Designates Sections 47.001-47.005 of +the Human
Resources code as "Subchapter A. Services for Hard-To-Place Chil-
dren."

SECTION 3. Amends Chapter 47 of the Human Resources Code by
adding "Subchapter B. Post Adoption Services," which consists of
"Section 47.031. Provision of Services." Section 47.031 author-
izes the Texas Department of Human Services to provide services,
if needed, after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families to
whom the department provided services before adoption. The de-~
partment may provide the services directly or through contract.
The services may include financial assistance, respite care,
placement services, parenting programs, support groups, coun-
seling services, and medical aid.

SECTION 4. Emergency clause.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the opinion of the committee that this bill does dele-
gate rulemaking authority to a state agency, officer, department,
or institution. In Section 3 of the bill, the Texas Department
of Human Services is authorized to provide postadoption services
for adoptees and the adoptive families. Although rulemaking au-
thority is not specifically delegated to the Texas Department of
Human Services in this bill, such rulemaking authority is implied
as the department may have to adopt rules concerning the pro-
vision of these postadoptive services to adoptees and the
adoptive families.

At




Page 2 H.B. 1806

SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION

Public notice was posted in accordance with the rules and a

public hearing on H.B. 1806 was held on April 11, 1989. The
Chair, Representative Barton, laid out H.B. 1806 and recognized
Representative Collazo, the author, to explain the bill. Testi-

fying for the bill were Reggie M. Griffith, representing himself
and the Council on Adoptable Children of Texas; Carlene Murray,
secretary for a district judge, representing herself; Jim Harlow,
landscaper, representing himself; J.R. Kerr, student, represent-
ing himself; Barbara Rila, psychologist, Dallas, representing
herself; Margie Hoelscher, representing the Council on Adoptable
Children of Dallas; Bobbie T. Kerr, representing herself and the
Council on Adoptable Children of Dallas; Bonnie Harlow, repres-
enting herself and her adopted children; Bob Chandler, minister,
Dallas, representing himself; Jamie Kerr, student, representing
herself; Linda B. Sacra, representing herself and the Council on
Adoptable Children of Texas; Teresa Phillips, Royse City, repres-
enting herself; Elaine V. Brennan, teacher, Austin, representing
herself; Garland M. O'Day, Sr., property tax consultant,
Arlington, representing himself; and, Robert Paladino, U.S. Air
Force security supervisor, N. Richland Hills, representing him-
self. Testifying on the bill as a resource witness was Diane
Scott, representing the Texas Department of Human Services. No
one testified against the bill.

H.B. 1806 was referred to a subcommittee consisting of the
following members: Representative Melton, Vowell and Waterfield.
On April 12, 1989, the subcommittee held a formal meeting. The
Chair laid out H.B. 1806. It was moved that the subcommittee re-
cess until 5 minutes after adjournment of the House on April 13,
1989. There being no objection, the subcommittee recessed until 5
minutes after adjournment of the House on April 13, 1989.

On April 13, 1989, at 10:49 a.m., the subcommittee recon-
vened and was called to order by the Chair. The Chair laid out
H.B. 1806. It was moved that the subcommittee recess until 5 min-
utes after the second adjournment of the House on April 13, 1989.
There being no objection, the subcommittee recessed until 5 min-
utes after the second adjournment of the House on April 13, 1989.
The subcommittee reconvened at 11:58 a.m., on April 13, 1989, and
was called to order by the Chair. The Chair laid out H.B. 1806.
At that meeting, Representative Waterfield offered an amendment,
which was adopted. The effect of the amendment would be to pro-
vide for the creation of a Postadoptive Services Advisory Commit-
tee that would: 1) monitor the postadoptive services provided by
the Texas Department of Human Services and the contracts issued
for those services; 2) study the costs and benefits provided by
the postadoptive services; 3) review the issues concerning
adoptees and adoptive families and develop appropriate policy
recommendations for the state; and 4) submit a biennial report
to the legislature that includes the results of the costs and
benefits study, the policy recommendations for the state, and
committee recommendations to improve postadoptive services pro-
vided by the Texas Department of Human Services. The subcommit-
tee voted to favorably report the bill as amended back to the
full committee.

The subcommittee report was considered by the full committee
on April 18, 1989. The Chair laid out H.B. 1806 on subcommittee
report and recognized Representative Melton to explain the sub-
committee report. The Chair laid out amendment #1. Amendment #1
was adopted by the full committee. On April 18, 1989, the full
committee voted to report H.B. 1806 as amended to the full House
with a favorable recommendation that it do pass and that it be
placed on the Consent Calendar by a record vote of 7 Ayes, 0
Nays, 0 PNV, and 2 Absent.

)




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 25, 1989

T0: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806,
. Committee on Human Services as amended
House of Representatives By: Collazo

Austin, Texas
FROM: Jim Oliver, Director
In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806, as amended
(relating to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive
families) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, CKM
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
March 29, 1989

T0: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806
Committee on Human Services By: Collazo "
House of Representatives
Austin, Texas

FROM: Jim Oliver, Director

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806 (relating
to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive families) this
office has determined the following:

No fiscal implication to the State or units of local government is
anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

|

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, BL

71FHB1806
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO. ! )Q MQJW
Amend H.B. 1806 on page 1, between lines and 20,
inserting the following:

Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTIVE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a)

The Postadoptive Services Advisory Committee is.established.

(b) The committee is composed of:

(1) a representative of the department, appointed by

the commissioner;

(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation, appointed by the commissioner of

mental health and mental retardation;

(3) an adoptive parent, appointed by the lieutenant

governor;
(4) an adoptive parent, appointed by the speaker of

the house;

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to

practice in this state who specializes in treating adopted

children, appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency,

appointed by the speaker of the house.

(c) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the

first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-year terms and may be

reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve

as chairman.

71R8047 IDW-D 1
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(f) The committee shall meet at least quarterly. Any

actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote

of the members present.

(g9) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are

entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee

and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.

(i) The committee shall:

(1) monitor the postadoptive services provided by the

department and the contracts issued for those services;

(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the

postadoptive services;

(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive

families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the

state; and

(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not

later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the

results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations

for the state, and committee recommendations to improve

postadoptive services provided by the department.

71R8047 IDW-D 2
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By Collazo H.B. No. 1806

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive
families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 47, Human Resources Code,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [FeR
HARB-TO-PRACE-EHERBREN]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are

designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The

department may provide the services directly or through contract.

The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling

services, and medical aid.

Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTION SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a)

The Postadoption Services Advisory Committee is established.

(b) The committee is composed of:

(1) a representative of the department appointed by

the commissioner;
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H.B. No. 1806

(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation appointed by the commissioner of

mental health and mental retardation;

(3) an adoptive parent appointed by the lieutenant

governor;
(4) an adoptive parent appointed by the speaker of the

house;

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to

practice in this state who specializes in treating adopted children

appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency

appointed by the speaker of the house.

(c) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the

first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-year terms and may be

reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve

as chairman.

(f) The committee shall meet at 1least quarterly. Any

actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote

of the members present.

(g) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are

entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee

and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.

(i) The committee shall:
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(1) monitor the postadoption services provided by the

department and the contracts issued for those services;

(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the

postadoption services;

(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive

families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the

state; and

(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not

later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the

results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations

for the state, and committee recommendations to improve

postadoption services provided by the department.

SECTION 4. The importance of this 1legislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended,
and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its

passage, and it is so enacted.



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 25, 1989

T0: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806,
Committee on Human Services as amended
House of Representatives By: Collazo

Austin, Texas

FROM: Jim Oliver, Director

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806, as amended
(relating to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive
families) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, CKM
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
March 29, 1989

T0: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806
Committee on Human Services By: Collazo
House of Representatives
Austin, Texas

FROM: Jim Oliver, Director

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806 (relating
to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive families) this
office has determined the following:

No fiscal implication to the State or units of local government is
anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, BL
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REQUEST FOR LGCAL & UNCONTESTED CALENDAR
*  PLACEMENT

Hon. Bill Sims, Chairman
Administration Committee

Sir:
Notice is hereby given thaﬁj: H g / g &Cﬂ’ , by: ,éﬂ >

was heard by the Committee on HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES on R ,19%,

and reported out with the recommendation that it be placed on the Local and Uncontested
Calendar.

Clerk/of the reporting committee

IMPORTANT: A COPY OF THIS FORM MUST BE ATTACHED TO A PRINTED COPY OF
THE BILL OR RESOLUTION, WHICH ALONG WITH 14 ADDITIONAL COPIES OF THE
BILL OR RESOLUTION SHOULD BE DELIVERED TO THE OFFICE OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION, ROOM 419. PLEASE CALL 3-0350 IF YOU HAVE
ANY QUESTIONS. DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING BILLS FOR THE LOCAL CALENDAR
IS 5:00 P.M. FRIDAY.

Paper clip the original to the bill; retain one copy for reporting committee files; deliver one copy to the bill sponsor.



: SENATE FAVORABLY AS SUBSTITUTED COMMITTEE REPORT

- Lt. Governor William P. Hobby —
President of the Senate j 42 "%
(date)/(time) /

Sir:
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES to which was referred

/ have on 5"72‘2 , 19é7had the same

A

(measure) ponsor) (hearing date)

We, your Committee on

under consideration and I am instructed to report it back with the recommendation (s) that it
)d do pass as substituted, and be printed
( ) the caption remained the same as original measure
the caption changed with adoption of the substitute

() do pass as substituted, and be ordered not printed

b(L and is recommended for placement on the Local and Uncontested Bills Calendar.

A fiscal note was requested. b(yes () no
A revised fiscal note was requested. () vyes {) no
An actuarial analysis was requested. () yes () no
Considered by subcommittee. () yes () no

Senate Sponsor of House Measure ,@W/@—/

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:

A NAY PNV : ABSENT

Brooks, Chairman

Uribe, Vice Chairman

Edwards

Parmer

Tejeda

Truan

Whitmire

Zaffirini

YE

X

X

Johnson X
X
A

J

TOTAL VOTES

Ihads Jiedn

CHAIRMAN @C-r‘, NG

Paper clip the original and one copy of this form along with TWO copies of the Committte Substitute to the original bill and
retain one copy for Reporting Committee file.
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By: Collazo (Senate Sponsor - Brooks) H.B. No. 1806

(In the Senate - Received from the House May 8, 1989;
May 9, 1989, read first time and referred to Committee on Health
and Human Services; May 22, 1989, reported adversely, with
favorable Committee Substitute by the following vote: Yeas 5, Nays
0; May 22, 1989, sent to printer.) '

COMMITTEE VOTE

Yea Nay PNV Absent
Brooks X
Uribe X
Edwards X
Johnson X
Parmer X
Tejeda X
Truan ' X
Whitmire X
Zaffirini X
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR H.B. No. 1806 By: Brooks

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to children placed for adoption, postadoption services for
adoptees and the adoptive families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 47, Human Resources Code,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [F6R
HARB-FO-PRACE~-EHIEDREN]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are
designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The
department may provide the services directly or through contract.
The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling
services, and medical aid.
Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTION SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
(a) The Postadoption Services Advisory Committee is established.
(b) The committee is composed of:
(1) a representative of the department appointed by
the commissioner;
(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental
Health and Mental Retardation appointed by the commissioner of
mental health and mental retardation;
(3) an adoptive parent appointed by the lieutenant

governor;
(4) an adoptive parent appointed by the speaker of the

house;

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist 1licensed to
practice in this state who specializes in treating adopted children
appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency
appointed by the speaker of the house.

(c) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the
first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-vear terms and may be
reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve
as chairman.

(f) The committee shall meet at least quarterly. Any
actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote
of the members present.

(g) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are
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C.S.H.B. No. 1806
entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses
incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee
and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.
(i) The committee shall:
(1) monitor the postadoption services provided by the
department and the contracts issued for those services;
(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the
postadoption services;
(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive
families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the
state; and

(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not
later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the
results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations
for the state, and committee recommendations to improve
postadoption services provided by the department.

SECTION 4. Section 16.032, Family Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) Before placing a child for adoption with any person
other than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle by
birth, marriage, or prior adoption, the Texas Department of Human
Services, an authorized agency, or the child's parent or guardian
shall compile a report on the available health, social,
educational, and genetic history of the child to be adopted. The
report shall include any history of physical, sexual, or emotional
abuse suffered by the child. If the child has been placed for
adoption by any person or entity other than the department, an
authorized agency, or the child's parent or guardian, it is the
duty of the person or entity who places the child for adoption to
prepare the report.

(b) The health history of the child must include information
about the child's health status at the time of placement. The
health history must include birth, neonatal, and other medical,
psychological, psychiatric, and dental history, a record of
immunizations, and the available results of medical, psychological,
psychiatric, and dental examinations of the child.

(c) The social history of the child must include
information, to the extent Kknown, about past and existing
relationships among the <child and the child's[s-khis] siblings,
[hts] parents by birth, [his] extended family, and other persons
who have had physical possession of or legal access to the child.

(d) The educational history of the child shall include, to
the extent known, information about the enrollment and performance
of the child in educational institutions, results of educational
testing and standardized tests, and special educational needs, if
any, of the child.

(e) The genetic history of the  child shall include a
description of the child's parents by birth and their parents, any
other child(ren) born to either of the child's parents, and
extended family members, and shall specifically include, to the
extent such information is available, information about:

(1) their health and medical history, including any
genetic diseases and disorders;

(2) their health status at the time of placement;

(3) the cause of and their age at death;

(4) their height and weight and eye and hair color;

(5) their nationality and ethnic backgrounds;

(6) their general levels of educational and
professional achievements, if any;

(7) their religious backgrounds; if any; [and]

(8) any psychological, psychiatric or social
evaluations, including the date of any such evaluation, any
diagnosis, and a summary of any findings; [€he--enistenee-~-of--any

other--ehitd-~-er--ehitdren-bern-te-either-of-the-ehiidis-parents-by
birth-prieor-teo-ptacement-of-the-chitd-for-adeption=

(9) any criminal conviction record relating to a
misdemeanor or felony classified as an offense against, the person
or family, a misdemeanor or felony classified as public indecency,
or a felony violation of a statute intended to control the
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possession or distribution of a substance included in the Texas
Controlled Substances Act (Article 4476-15, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes); and

(10) any information necessary to determine whether
the child is entitled to or otherwise eligible for state or federal
financial, medical or other assistance. :

(f) The department, authorized agency, parent, guardian, or
person or entity who places the child for adoption shall|[s--at--er
befere--the--time--ef--placement]| provide the prospective adoptive
parents with a copy [summary] of the report as early as practicable
prior to the first meeting of the adoptive parents with the child
being placed for adoption edited to protect the identity
[eenfidentiatity] of birth parents and their families.

(g) The report [and-a-eepy-ef-the-repert--summary--submitted
te--the-ehild-s-adeptive-parents] shall be retained for a period of
99 years by the department or authorized agency placing the child
for adoption. If the agency ceases to function as an authorized
agency, the agency shall transfer all the reports to the department
or, after giving notice to the department, to a transferee agency
that 1is assuming responsibility for the preservation of the
agency's adoption records. If the child has not been placed for
adoption by the department or an authorized agency, and if the
child is being adopted by a person other than the child's
stepparents, grandparent, aunt, or uncle by birth, marriage, or
prior adoption, the person or entity who places the child for
adoption shall file the report [and-a-copy-ef-the-report-summary
submitted-to-the-ehitdis-adeptive--parents]| with the department,
which shall retain such copies for a period of 99 years.

(h) No petition for adoption of a child by a person other
than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle by birth,
marriage, or prior adoption may be granted until the following
documents have been filed in the record of the suit:

(1) a copy of the report |[summary] signed by the
child's adoptive parents; and

(2) 1if the report is [and-a-eepy-ef-the-repert-summary
are] required to be submitted to the department under Subsection
(g) of this section, a certificate from the department
acknowledging receipt of the report [ard--eepy--ef--the-report
summaryj]. :

(1) The department, authorized agency, or court retaining a
copy of the report |[summary--submitted-te-the-adeptive-parents]
shall provide a copy of the report which has been edited to protect
the identity of the birth parents and any other person whose
identity is confidential [that-summary] to the following persons on
request:

(1) an adoptive parent of the adopted child;

(2) the managing conservator, guardian of the person,
or legal custodian of the adopted child;

(3) the adopted child, after the <child [khe] is an

adult;

(4) the surviving spouse of the adopted child if the
adopted child is dead and the spouse is the parent or guardian of a
child of the deceased adopted child; or

(5) a progeny of the adopted child if the adopted
child is dead and the progeny is an adult.

(ij) A copy of the report [summary] may not be furnished to
any person who cannot furnish satisfactory proof of [his] identity
and [ef-his] legal entitlement to receive a copy [ef£-the-summary].

(k) A person requesting a copy of the report [summary] must
pay the actual and reasonable costs of providing a copy [ef--%he
summary] and verifying [his] entitlement to the copy.

(1) The department, authorized agency, parent, guardian,
person, or entity who prepares and files the original report [ard
summa¥ry] is required to furnish supplemental medical, psychological
and psychiatric information to the adoptive parents should it
become available and to file such supplemental information where
the original report is [end-summary-are] filed, where it shall be
retained for as long as the original report is [and--summary--are]
required to be retained.

(m) A court having jurisdiction of a suit affecting the
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parent-child relationship may by order waive the making and filing
of a report under this section if the child's biological parents
cannot be located, and as a consequence thereof, there is not
sufficient information available to compile a report.

(n) The department, authorized agency, person or entity
placing a child for adoption shall inform the prospective adoptive
parents of their right to examine the records and other information
relating to the history of the child. It shall be the duty of the
person or entity placing the child for adoption to edit the records
and information to protect the identity of the biological parents
and any other person whose identity is confidential.

SECTION 5. Section 16.09, Family Code, is amended to read as
follows:

(a) On entry of a decree of adoption, the parent-child
relationship exists between the adopted child and the adoptive
parents as if the child were born to the adoptive parents during
marriage. The adoptive parents are entitled to receive copies of
the records and other information relating to the history of the
child maintained by the department, authorized agency, person, or
entity placing the child for adoption. It shall be the duty of the
person or entity placing the child for adoption to edit the records
and information to protect the identity of the biological parents
and any other person whose identity is confidential. .

(b) An adopted child is entitled to inherit from and through
the child's [his] adoptive parents as though the child [ke] were
the natural child of the parents.

(c) The terms '"child," '"descendant," "issue," and other
terms indicating the relationship of parent and child include an
adopted child wunless the context or express language clearly
indicates otherwise. .

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall preclude or affect the
rights of a biologic or adoptive maternal or paternal grandparent
to reasonable access under Sections 14.03(e), (f), and (g) of this
code.

SECTION 6. Section 34.08, Family Code, is amended to read as
follows:

(a) Except as provided in Subsections (b) and (c) of this
section, the [Fhe] reports, records, and working papers used or
developed in an investigation made under this chapter are
confidential and may be disclosed only for purposes consistent with
the purposes of this code under regulations adopted by the
investigating agency.

(b) The adoptive parents of a child who was the subject of
an investigation under this chapter and an adult who was the
subject of an investigation under this chapter as a child are
entitled to examine and make copies of any reports, records,
working papers and other information in the possession, custody or
control of the state which pertain to the history of the child and
which have been edited to protect the identity of the biological
parents and any other person whose identity is confidential.

(c) Prior to placing a child who was the subject of an
investigation under this chapter with prospective adoptive parents,
the department shall notify the prospective adoptive parents of
their right to examine any reports, records, and other information
in the possession, custody, or control of the state which pertain
to the history of the child and which have been edited to protect
the identity of the biological parents and any other person whose
identity is confidential. It is the duty of the department to
provide prospective adoptive parents an opportunity to examine such
information as early as practicable prior to placing a child with
the prospective adoptive parents.

SECTION 7. This Act applies to adoptions consummated before,
on or after the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 8. The importance of this 1legislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the

constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended,
and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its
passage, and it is so enacted.
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Austin, Texas
May 22, 1989
Hon. William P. Hobby
President of the Senate

Sir:

We, your Committee on Health and Human Services to which was
referred H.B. No. 1806, have had the same under consideration, and
I am instructed to report it back to the Senate with the
recommendation that it do not pass, but that the Committee
Substitute adopted in lieu thereof do pass and be printed.

Tejeda, Acting Chairman




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
May 10, 1989

T0: Honorable Chet Brooks, Chairman In Re: House Bill No. 1806,
Committee on Health and Human Services as engrossed
Senate Chamber By: Collazo

Austin, Texas
FROM: Jim Oliver, Director
In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806, as
engrossed (relating to postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive
families) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, CKM

71FHB1806ae




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 25, 1989

T0: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806,
Committee on Human Services as amended
House of Representatives By: Collazo

Austin, Texas
FROM: Jim Oliver, Director
In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806, as amended
(relating to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive
families) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, CKM

71FHB1806aa
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
March 29, 1989

T0: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806
Committee on Human Services By: Collazo
House of Representatives
Austin, Texas

FROM: Jim Oliver, Director

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806 (relating
to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive families) this
office has determined the following:

No fiscal implication to the State or units of local government is
anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, BL

71FHB1806
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
P AN ACT
.relating to children placed for adoptiongipostadoption services
for adoptees and the adoptive families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 47, Human Resources Code,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [FeR
HARD-TO-PRAECE-EHIEBREN]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are

designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department. may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The

department may provide the services directly or through contract.

The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling

services, and medical aid.

Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTION SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a)

The Postadoption Services Advisory Committee is established.

(b) The committee is composed of:

(1) a representative of the department appointed by

the commissioner;
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(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation appointed by the commissioner of

mental health and mental retardation;

(3) an adoptive parent appointed by the lieutenant

governor;

(4) an adoptive parent appointed by the speaker of the
house; ‘

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to

pra;tice in this state who specializes in treating adopted children

appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency

appointed by the speaker of the house.

(c) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the

first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-year terms and may be

reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve

as chairman.

(f) The committee shall meet at least gquarterly. Any

actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote

of the members present.

(g) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are

entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee

and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.

(i) The committee shall:
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(1) monitor the postadoption services provided by the

department and the contracts issued for those services;

(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the

postadoption services;

(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive

families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the

'state; and

(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not

later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the

results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations

for the state, and committee recommendations to improve

postadoption services provided by the department.

SECTION 4. Section 16.032, Family Code, is amended to read

as follows: PR A

G A T p AN S S e R

/\(a) Before placing a ch:.ld for adopt:.on with anv person
other than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, OTr uncle bv
birth, marriage, or pricr adoptiom, the Texas Department of Human
Services, an authorized agency, or the child's parent or guardian
shall compile a report on the avai}able health, social,
educational, and genetic history of the child to be édopted. The

»eport shall include anv history of physical, sexual, or emotional

abuse suffered bv the child. If the child has been placed for

adoption by any person oOT entity other than the department, an
authorized agency, or the child's parent or guardian, it is the
duty of the person or entity who places the child for adoption to

prepeare the report.




(b) The health history of the child must include information
ebout the child's health status at the time of placement. The
health historv must include birth, neonatal, and other medical,
psychologicsl, psychiatric, and dental history, a record of
jmmunizations, and the available results of medical, psvchological,

psychiatric, and dental examinations of the child.

(c) The social history of the child must include
information, to the extent known, about past and existing

relationships among the child and the child's [,-his] siblings,

[his] parents by birth, [kis] extended familv, and other persons
who have had physical possession of or legal access to the child.

' (d) The educational history of the ch:ld shall include, to
the extent known, information about the enrollment and perforﬁance
of the child in educational institutions, results of educational
testing and standardized tests, and special educational needs, if
anv, of the child.

(e) The genetic historv of the child shall include a
description of the child's parents bv birth and their parents, anv

other childLrenazéborn to either of the child's parents, and

extended familv members, and shall specifically include, to the

extent such information is avaiiable, {nformation about:

(1) their health and medical history, includine eanv

genetic diseases and disorsr--ss
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(2) their health status at the time of placement;
(3) the cause of and their age at death;

(4) their height and weight and eve and hair color;
(5) their nationality and ethnic backgrounds;

(6) their general levels of educational and professional
achievements, if anv;

(7) their religious backgroundsﬁyif any; [anmé}

(8) any psvchological, psvchiatric/ or social

evaluations, including the date of anv such evaluation, anv

diagnosis, and a summary of anv findings; (the -existenee--of -any
ethe!-¢h£4£b<ns-ehildren-bern-4x>-eieher-ef-the—<ﬂﬂdxi%r-p&ren&s-by
béreh-p!ier-ee-plaeemene-of-ehe-ehild-fer-adepsiengl

(9) anv criminal conviction record relatinege to a

misdemeanor or felonv classified as an offense agsinst the person

or family, a misdemeanor or felonv classified as public indecencv,

or a felony violation of a statute intended to control the

possession or distribution of a substance included in the Texas

Controlled Substances Act (Article 4476-15, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes); and .

(10) any information necessarvy to determine whether the

child is entitled to or otherwise eligible for state or federal

financial, medicalaor other assistance.

(£) The department, authorized agencv, parent, guardian, or
person or. entity who places the child for adoption shall [--at-ew

beéo:-e--the--eime-«of--plaeement/{! provide the prosnective adootive

parents with a copv [summawv] of the report as earlv as oracticable
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prior to the first meeting of the adoptive parerts with the child

being placed Sfor adoption edited to protect the identitv

[eomfiderntinliev] of birth parents and their families.
(g) The report [aad-&-eepy-ef--t-he—-report——smery-submitted

to-the -ehildls-adeptive-parents] shall be retained for a peried of

99 vears bv the department or authorized agencv placing the child

for adoption. If the agency ceases to function as an authorized
agencv, the agency sha'l transfer all the reports to the department
or, after giving notice to the department, to a transferee agencv
that is assuming responsibility for the preservation of the
agency's adoption records. If the child has not been placed for
adoption by the departﬁent or an authorized agency, and if the
child is /being adopted by a person other than the child's
stepparengﬁl grandparent, aunt, or uncle by birth marriage, or
prior ad:;ion, the person or entity who places the child for
adoption shall file the report [and--a-eepy-eof--the--mepert-surmarv
submi-tted-te-the--ehildls- -edop-c-i-ve--parenss] with the department
which shall retain such copies for a period of 99 vears.

(h) No petition for adoption of a child by a person other
than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle bv birth,
marriage, or prior adoption may be granted until the £following
documents have been filed in the record of the suit:

(1) a copv of the revort [summarv] signed by the child's
adoptive parents; and | _
(2) 4if the report is [amd-a-ecopy-of--the -repert-summarv

are] required to be submitted to the department under Subsection
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(g) of this section, a certificate from the department
acknowledging receipt of the report (and--a - coov- -0 - she--wepore
summary].

(i) The department, authorized agency, Or court retaining a

copy of the report [summary-submitted—te-the-aéeptéve-pareats] shall

provide a copy of the report which has been edited to protect the

identity of the birth parents and any other person whose ‘identity

is confidential [that-summary] to the following persons on request:

(1) an adoptive parent of the adopted child;

(2) the managir.g conservator, guardian of the person, cr
legal custodian of the adopted child;

(3) the adopted child, after the child ([he] is an adult;

(4) the surviving spouse of the adopted child if the
adopted child is dead and the spouse is the parent or guardian of a
child of the deceased adopted child; or

(5) a progeny of the adopted child if the adopted child
is dead and the progenv is an adult.

(j) A copy of the report [summary] may not be furnished to
any person who cannot furnish satisfactory proof of [his] identity
and [ef-his] legal entitlement to receive a copy [ef-the-summarv].

(k) A person requesting a copv of the report [summarv] must
pav the actual and reasonable costs of providing a copy [ecE-the
summarv-] and verifying [ﬂia] entitlement to the copy.

(1) The department, authorized agency, wvparent, guardian,

person, or entity who prepares and files the original report ([and

summavv] is required to furnish supplementzl medical, stchélozical/




\DQ\IG‘U‘&NNH

NNNNNNNHHHHHHH"HHH
O\wwaHO\qumwwaHO

and psvchiatric inférmation to the adoptive parents should it

hecome availablg§and to file such supplemental information where
the original report is [and-summary-are] filed, where it shell be
‘fetained for as long as the original report is [ and- -summarv-are]
required to be retained.

(m) A court h%h%ing jurisdiction of a suit affecting the
parent-child relationship mav by order waive the meking and filing
of a report under this gectior if the child's biological varents
cannot be located, and as a conseaquence thereof, there is not

sufficient information available to compile a report.

(n) The department, authorized agencv, person Aor entitv

placing a child for adoption shall inform the prospective adoptive

parents of their right to examine the records and other information

relating to the historv of the child. It shall be the dutv of the

person or entitv placing the child for adoption to edit the records

and information to protect the identitv of the biological parents

arnc anv other person whose identitv is confidentiel.

SECTION 5. Section 16.09, Family Code, is amended to read

as follows: §
< LBUT Oy AT

A(é) on entfy of a decree of adoption, the parent-child
relationship exists between the adonted child and the adontive
parents as if the child were born to the adontive parents during

marriage. The adoptive parents are entitled to receive copies of

the records and other information relating to the historv cf the

child maintaned bv the department, authorized agencv, bverson, OY

entitv placing the child for adoption. It shall be the dutv of the

person or entitv placing the child for adootion to ed:= the records
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and information to protect the identitv c¢f the biological vparents

and anv other person whose identitv is confidential.

(b) An adopted child is entitled to inherit from and through

the child's [his) adoptive parents as thourh the child "hel were

the natural child of the parents.
(¢) The terms "child," "descendant," "issue," and other

terms indicating the relationship of parent and child include an

adop-ed child unless the context or express language clezrlv

indicates otherwise.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall preclude or affect the
rights of a biologic or adoptive maternal or paternal grandparenti\
to reasonable access under Sections 14.03(e), (£), and (g) of this
code.

SECTION 6. Section 34.08, Family Code, is amended to read

as follows-
< R

A (a) Exceot aé orov1ded in Subsections (b) and (c) of this

section, the [The] reports, records, and working papers used or

developed in an investigation made wunder this chapter are
confidential and mav be disclosed only for purposes consistent with
the purposes of this code under regulations adopted bv the

investigating agency.

(b) The adootive parents of a child who was the sobigct of

en investigation under this chapter and an eadult who was the

subject of an investigation under this chapter as & child are

entitled to examine and make copies of anv <vevorts, records,




O 0O N 0 U b W N

I VR PR R e T
NN N NNBOLEISD B E BN o

working papers~and other information in the possession, custodv, or

control of the state which pertain to the historv of the child and

which have been edited to vrofect the identitv of the biological

parents and anv other person whose identitv is confidential.

(c) Prior to vlacing a child who was the su-ject of an

investigation under this chaoter with prosvective adontive parents,

the devartment shall notifv the prospective adoptive parents of

their right to examine anv revorts, records, and other information

in the possession, custodv, or control of the state which pertain

to the historv of the child and which have heen edited to protect

the identity of the biological parents and any other verson whose

identity is confidential. It is the dutv of the department to

provide prospective .adoptive parents an opportunitv to examine

such information as earlv as oracticable prior to placing a child

with the prospective adoptive parents.

SECTION 7. This Act applies to adoptions .consummated
before, on.cr after the effective date of this Act.

SEC&ION 8. The importance of this ;egislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an  imperative public necessitv that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
davs in each house be suspended, and this rule is herebv suspended,

and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its

passage, and it is so enacted.

10
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SENATE AMENDMENTS 3 :
2nd Printing =
By Collazo H.B. No. 1806

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive
families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 47, Human Resources Code,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [F6R
HARB~-FO-PRACE~-EHIRPREN ]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are

designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The

department may provide the services directly or through contract.

The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling

services, and medical aid.

Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTION SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a)

The Postadoption Services Advisory Committee is established.

(b) The committee is composed of:

(1) a representative of the department appointed by

the commissioner;
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(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation appointed by the commissioner of

mental health and mental retardation;

(3) an adoptive parent appointed by the lieutenant

governor;

(4) an adoptive parent appointed by the speaker of the

house;

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to

practice in this state who specializes in treating adopted children

appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency

appointed by the speaker of the house.

(c) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the

first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-year terms and may be

reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve

as chairman.

{(f) The committee shall meet at least quarterly. Any

actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote

of the members present.

(g) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are

entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee

and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.

‘(i) The committee shall:
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(1) monitor the postadoption services provided by the

department and the contracts issued for those services;

(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the

postadoption services;

(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive

families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the

state; and

(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not

later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the

results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations

for the state, and committee recommendations to improve

postadoption services provided by the department.

SECTION 4. The importance of this legislation and the.

crowded condition of the <calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended,
and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its

passage, and it is so enacted.
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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to children placed for adoption, postadoption services
for adoptees and the adoptive families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 47, Human Resources Code,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [FeR
HARD-T6-PRAECE-EHIBBREN]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are

designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department. may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The

department may provide the services directly or through contract.

The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling

services, and medical aid.

Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTION SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a)

The Postadoption Services Advisory Committee is established.

(b) The committee is composed of:

(1) a representative of the department appointed by

the commissioner;
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(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation appointed by the commissioner of

mental health and mental retardation;

(3) an adoptive parent appointed by the lieutenant

governor;

(4) an adoptive pareﬂt appointed by the speaker of the
house; .

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to

practice in this state who specializes in treating adopted children

appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency

appointed by the speaker of tha house.

(c¢) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the

first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-vear ¢terms and may be

reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve

as chairman.

(f) The committee shall meet at least quarterly. Any

actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote

of the members present.

(g) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are

entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee

and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.

(i) The committee shall:

)
£
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(1) monitor the postadoption services provided by the

department and the contracts issued for those services;

(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the

gostadogtion services;

(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive

families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the

'state; and

(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not

later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the

results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations

for the state, and committee recommendations to improve

postadoption services provided by the department.

SECTION 4. Section 16.032, Family Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) Before placing a child for adoption with anv person
other than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, OTr uncle bv
birth, marriage, or pricr adoptionm, the Texas Department of Human
Services, an authorized agency, or the child's parent or guardian
shall compile &a 7report om the available health, social,
educational, and genetic histery of the child to be Adopted. The

~eport shall include anv historv of ohvsical, sexual, or emotional

abuse suffered bv the child. If the child has been ovlaced for

adoption bv any person OT entitv other than the department, an
authorized agency, or the child's parent or gua:dian. it is the
duty of the person or entity who places the child for adoption to

prepeare the report.
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(b) The health history of the child must include information
about the child's health status at the time of placement. The
health historv must include birth, neonatal, and other medical,
psychologicrl, psychiatric, and dental historv, a record of
{mmunizations, and the available results of medical, psvchological,

psvchiatric, and dental examinations of the child.
(c) The social history of the ehild must include
information, to the extent known, about past and existing

relationships among the child and the child's [~-hés] siblings,

[his) parents by birth, [kis] extended familv, and other persons
who have had physical possession of or legal access to the child.
| (d) The educational history of the child shall include, to
the extent known, information about the enrollment and perforhance
of the child in educational institutions, results of educational
testing and standardized tests.vand special educational needs, I°
anv, of the child. | |
(e) The genetic historv of the child shall include a
description of the child's parents bv birth and their parents, anv

other child(ren) born to either of the ctild's parents, and

extended familv members, and shall specifically include, to the

extent such information is avaiiable. information about:

(1) their health and medical history, includine anv

genetic diseases and disord-.cs;

o <l
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(2) their health status at the time of placement;
(3) the cause of and their age at death;
(4) their height and weight and eve and hair color;

(5) their nationalitv and ethnic backgrounds;
(6) their general levels of educational and professional
achievements, if anv;
(7) their religious backgrounds; if any; [amnd]
o - (8) anvy psvchological, psvchiatric

or | social
evaluations, including the date of anv such evaluation, anv

diagnosis, and a summary of anv findings;

[ehe -existence--of -any
othey-child--or -ehildren-bern- £o -either -0 f- the- child'o -parents -by

bireh-prier-ee-plaeemeae-ofoehe-ehild-ié!-adepEiene

(9) anv criminal convietion record _relatinz to a

misdemeanor or felonv classified as an offense ageinst the person

or family, a misdemeanor or felonv classified as public indecencv,

or a felony violation of a statute intended to control the

possession or distribution of a substance included in the Texas

Controlled Substances Act (Article 4476-15, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes); and .

(10) any information necessarv to determine whether the

child is entitled to or -otherwise eligible for state or federal

financial, medical or other assistance.

(£) The department, authorized agencv, parent, guardian, or
person or entity who places the child for adoption shall [~--a®-o¥

before-the--vime - of--placement] provide the prosnective adootive

parents with a copv [summarv] of the report as earlv as oracticable
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prior to the first meeting of the adoptive parerts with the child

being placed for adoption edited to protect the identitv

[eonfidentiatitv] of birth parents and their families.
(g) The report [amd-a-eepy-ef--the-report -surmary-submicted

to-the -ehildle-adeptive-parents] shall be retained for a peried of

99 vears bv the department or authorized agencv placing the child

for adoption. If the agency ceases to function as an authorized
agencv, the agency sha'l transfer all the reports to the department
or, after giving notice to the department, to a transferee agencv
that is assuming vresponsibility for the preservation of the
agency's adoption records. If the child has not been placed for
adoption by the departﬁent or an authorized agency, and if the
child is being adopted by a person other than the child's
stepparents, grandparent, aunt, or uncle Sy birt.:h. marriage, or
prior adoption, the person or entity who places the child for
adoption shall file the report [and -a - eepy- of- the--Peport -summarv
subm-i-c-ced--ee--ehe--ehéldls--edopc-ine--pa!eﬁes] with the department,
which shall retain such copies for a period of 99 vears. |
(h) No petition for adoption of a child bv a person other.

than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle bv birth,
marriage, or prior adoption may be granted until the following
documents have been filed in the record of the suit:

(1) a copv of the revort [summarv] signed by the child's
adoptive parents; and |

(2) if the report is [and-a-eepy-of--the -repert-summerv

are] required to be submitted to the department under Subsection

"o
\
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(g) of this section, a certificate from the department
acknovledging receipt of the report (and--a - covv--0& - £he--yepore
summary].

(i) The department, authorizéd agency, or court retaining a
copy of the report [summa!y-submitted—to—the-adeptiie—pareats] shall

provide a copy of the report which has been edited to protect the

identity of the birth parents and any other person whose identity

is confidential [that-summery] to the following persons on request:

(1) an adoptive parent of the adopted child;

(2) the managirg conservator, guardian of the person, cr
legal custodian of the adopted child;

(3) the adopted child, after the child [he) is an adult;

(4) the surviving spouse of the adopted child if the
adopted child is dead and the spouse is the parent or guardian of a
child of the deceased adopted child; or

(5) a progeny of the adopted child if the adopted child
is dead and the progenv is an adult.

() A copy of the report [summary] may not be furnished to
any person who cannot furnish satisfactory proof of [his] identity
and [ef-his] legal entitlement to receive a copy {ef-the-summarv],

(k) A person requesting a copv of the report [su=mmarv] must
pav the actual and reasonable costs of providing a copv [cf&-the
summavv-] and verifying [ﬁia] entitlement to the copy.

(1) The department, authorized agency, varent, guardian,
person, or entity who prepares and files the original report (amd

summawv] is required to furnish suoplemental medical, usvchélozical

/ v'(fi)
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and psvchiatric information to the adoptive parents should it
become available and to file such supplemental information where
the original report is [amd-summary-are] filed, where it shall be
‘fetained for as long as the original report is [and--summerv-are]
required to be retained.

(m) A court hearing jurisdiction of a suit affecting the
parent-child relationshio mav by order waive the making and filing
of a report under this sectior if the child's biological parents
cannot be located, and as a conseauence thereof, there is not
sufficient information available to compile a report.

(n) The department, authorized agencv, person or entitv

placing a child for adoption gshall inform the prospective adoptive

parents of their right to examine the records and other information

relating to the historv of the child. It shall be the dutv of the

person or entitv placing the child for adoption to edit the records

and information to protect the identitv of the biological vparents

an¢ anv other person whose identitv is confidential.

SECTION 5. Section 16.09, Family Code, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) On entry of a decree of adoption, the parent-child
relationship exists between the adonted child and the adoptive
parents as if the child were born to the adontive parents during

marriage. The adoptive parents are entitled to receive covies of

the records and other information relating to the historv cf the

child maintaned bv the department, authorized agencv, vperson, or

entitv placing the child for adoption. It shall be the dutv of the

person or entitv piacinz the child for adootion to edit the records

\Q_
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and information to protect =he identitv c¢f the biological vparents

and anv other person whose identitv is confidential.

(b) An adopted child is entitled to inherit £rom and through

the child's [hés] adoptive parents as thoush the child [he! were
the natural child of the parents.

(¢) The terms '"child,”" "descendant,”" "issue," and other
terms indicating the relationship of parent and child include an
adop-ed child unless the context or express language clearlv
indicates otherwise.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall preclude or affect the

rights of & biologic or adoptive maternal or paternal grandparents

to reasonable access under Sections 14.03(e), (£), and (g) of this

code.
SECTION 6. Section 34.08, Family Code, 1is amended to read
as follows:

(a) Exceot as provided in Subsections (b) and (c¢) of this

section, the [The] reports, records, and working papers used or
developed in an investigation made under this chapter are
confidential and may Se disclosed only for purposes consistent with
the purposes of this code under regulations adopted bv the
investigating agency.

(b) The adootive vparents of a child who was the stbiect of

an investigation under this chapter and an adult who was the

subject of an investigatioﬁ under this chapter as a child are

entitled to examine and make covoies of anv <vevoorts, records,
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working pavers and other information in the possession, custodv or

control of the state which pertain to the historv of <he child and

which have been edited to brofect the identitv of the biologicel

parents and anv other verson whose identitv is econfidentiel.

(c) Prior to vlacing a child who was the su~ject of an

investigation under this chapter with prosvective adoptive parents,

the department shall notifv the prospective adoptive parents of

their right to examine anv revorts, records, and other information

in the possession, custodv, or control of the state which pertain

to the historv of the child and which have been edited to protect

the identity of the biological parents and any other person whose

identitvy is confidential. It is the dutv of the department to

provide prospective adoptive parents an ovportunitv to examine

such information as earlv as oracticable prior to placing a child

with the prospective adoptive parents.

SECTION 7. This Act applies to adoptions consunmated
before, on or after the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 8. The importance of this }egislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency  and an imperative public necessitv that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
davs in each house be suspended, and this rule is herebv suspended,
and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its

vassage, and it is so enacted.




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
May 10, 1989

T0: Honorable Chet Brooks, Chairman In Re: House Bill No. 1806,
Committee on Health and Human Services as engrossed
Senate Chamber By: Collazo

Austin, Texas
FROM: Jim Oliver, Director
In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806, as
engrossed (relating to postadoption services for adoptees and the adopt1ve
families) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal implication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, CKM

71FHB1806ae




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
April 25, 1989

TO: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806,
Committee on Human Services as amended
House of Representatives By: Collazo

Austin, Texas
FROM: Jim Oliver, Director
In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806, as amended
(relating to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive
families) this office has determined the following:

No significant fiscal imp]ication to the State or units of local government
is anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, CKM

71FHB1806aa




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
March 29, 1989

TO: Honorable Erwin W. Barton, Chair In Re: House Bill No. 1806
Committee on Human Services By: Collazo
House of Representatives
Austin, Texas

FROM: Jim Oliver, Director

In response to your request for a Fiscal Note on House Bill No. 1806 (relating
to providing postadoption services for adoptees and the adoptive families) this
office has determined the following:

No fiscal implication to the State or units of local government is
anticipated.

Criminal Justice Policy Impact Statement: No change in the sanctions
applicable to adults convicted of felony crimes is anticipated.

Source: Department of Human Services;
LBB Staff: JO, JWH, AL, GR, BL

71FHB1806
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ENROLLED

H.B. No. 1806

AN ACT

relating to children placed for adoption and postadoption services
for adoptees and the adoptive families.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 47, Human Resources Code,
is amended to read as follows: CHAPTER 47. ADOPTION SERVICES [ FOR
HARB-T6-PEACE-EHIEBREN]

SECTION 2. Sections 47.001-47.005, Human Resources Code, are

designated as SUBCHAPTER A. SERVICES FOR HARD-TO-PLACE CHILDREN.

SECTION 3. Chapter 47, Human Resources Code, is amended by
adding Subchapter B to read as follows:

SUBCHAPTER B. POSTADOPTION SERVICES

Sec. 47.031. PROVISION OF SERVICES. The department may

provide services after adoption to adoptees and adoptive families

to whom the department provided services before adoption. The

department may provide the services directly or through contract.

The services may include financial assistance, respite care,

placement services, parenting programs, support groups, counseling

services, and medical aid.

Sec. 47.032. POSTADOPTION SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE. (a)

The Postadoption Services Advisory Committee is established.

(b) The committee is composed of:

(1) a representative of the department appointed by

the commissioner;
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(2) a representative of the Texas Department of Mental

Health and Mental Retardation appointed by the commissioner of

mental health and mental retardation;

(3) an adoptive parent appointed by the lieutenant

governor;
(4) an adoptive parent appointed by the speaker of the

house;

(5) a psychologist or psychiatrist licensed to

practice in this state who specializes in treating adopted children

appointed by the lieutenant governor; and

(6) a representative of a private adoption agency

appointed by the speaker of the house.

(c) The commissioner shall set the time and place of the

first meeting.

(d) Committee members serve two-year terms and may be

reappointed for subsequent terms.

(e) The committee shall annually elect one member to serve

as chairman.

(f) The committee shall meet at least quarterly. Any

actions taken by the committee must be approved by a majority vote

of the members present.

(g) Members of the committee receive no compensation but are

entitled to reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performing their duties under this section.

(h) The department shall pay the expenses of the committee

and shall supply necessary personnel and supplies.

(i) The committee shall:
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(1) monitor the postadoption services provided by the

department and the contracts issued for those services;

(2) study the costs and benefits provided by the

postadoption services;

(3) review the issues concerning adoptees and adoptive

families and develop appropriate policy recommendations for the

state; and

{(4) submit a biennial report to the legislature not

later than February 1 of each odd-numbered year that includes the

results of the costs and benefits study, the policy recommendations

for the state, and committee recommendations to improve

postadoption services provided by the department.

SECTION 4. Section 16.032, Family Code, is amended to read
as follows:

Sec. 16.032. HEALTH, SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND GENETIC
HISTORY REPORT. (a) Before placing a child for-adoption with any
person other than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, or
uncle by birth, marriage, or prior adoption, the Texas Department
of Human Services, an authorized agency, or the child's parent or
guardian shall compile a report on the available health, social,
educational, and genetic history of the child to be adopted. The

report shall include any history of physical, sexual, or emotional

abuse suffered by the child. 1If the child has been placed for

adoption by any person or entity other than the department, an
authorized agency, or the child's parent or guardian, it is the
duty of the person or entity who places the child for adoption to

prepare the report.
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(b) The health history of the child must include information

about the child's health status at the time of placement. The

health history must include birth, neonatal, and other medical,

psychological, psychiatric, and dental history, a record of

immunizations, and the available results of medical, psychological,
psychiatric, and dental examinations of the child.

(c) The social history of the child must include

information, to the extent known, about past and existing

relationships among the child and the child's[s;-his] siblings,

[his] parents by birth, [R%#s] extended family, and other persons
who have had physical possession of or legal access to the child.

(d) The educational history of the child shall include, to
the extent known, information about the enrollment and performance
of the child in educational institutions, results of educational
testing and standardized tests, and special educational needs, if
any, of the child.

(e) The genetic history of the child shall include a

description of the child's parents by birth and their parents, an
: any

other child born to either of the child's parents, and extended

family members, and shall specifically include, to the extent such

information is available, information about:

(1) their health and medical history, including any

genetic diseases and disorders;

(2) their health status at the time of placement;
(3) the cause of and their age at death;
(4) their height and weight and eye and hair color;

(5) their nationality and ethnic backgrounds;
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(6) their general levels of educational and
professional achievements, if any;
(7) their religious backgrounds, if any; [and]

(8) any psychological, psychiatric, or social

evaluations, including the date of any such evaluation, any

diagnosis, and a summary of any findings; [€he--existenee--ef--any

ether--ehiid--er--ehiidren-bern-te-either-ef-the—ehiidls-parents-by
birth-prier-te-piaeement-ef-the-ehiid-fer-adeptiene]

(9) any criminal conviction record relating to a

misdemeanor or felony classified as an offense against the person

or family, a misdemeanor or felony classified as public indecency,

or a felony wviolation of a statute intended to <control the

possession or distribution of a substance included in the Texas

Controlled Substances Act (Article 4476-15, Vernon's Texas Civil

Statutes); and

(10) any information necessary to determine whether

the child is entitled to or otherwise eligible for state or federal

financial, medical, or other assistance.

(f) The department, authorized agency, parent, guardian, or
person or entity who places the child for adoption shall[;--at--ex

befere--the--time—-ef--piaeement7] provide the prospective adoptive

parents with a copy [summary] of the report as early as practicable

prior to the first meeting of the‘adoptive parents with the child

being placed for adoption edited to protect the identity

[eenfidentiatity] of birth parents and their families.
(g) The report [and-a-eepy-ef-the-repert--sammary—-submit%ed

te--the-ehiidis-adeptive-parents] shall be retained for a period of
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99 years by the department or authorized agency placing the child
for adoption. If the agency ceases to function as an authorized
agency, the agency shall transfer all the reports to the department
or, after giving notice to the department, to a transferee agency
that 1is assuming responsibility for the preservation of the
agency's adoption records. If the child has not been placed for
adoption by the department or an authorized agency, and if the
child is being adopted by a person other than the child's
stepparent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle by birth, marriage, or
prior adoption, the person or entity who places the child for
adoption shall file the report [and-a-eepy-ef-the-repert-summary
submitted-te-the-ehiidis-adeptive--parenés] with the department,
which shall retain such copies for a period of 99 years.

(h) No petition for adoption 6f a child by a person other
than the child's stepparent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle by birth,
marriage, or prior  adoption may be granted until the following
documents have been filed in the record of the suit:

(1) a copy of the report [summary] signed by the
child's adoptive parents; and

(2) if the report is [and-a-eepy-ef-the—repert—summary
ere] required to be submitted to the department under Subsection
(g9) of this section, a certificate from the department
acknowledging receipt of the report [and--eepy--ef--the-report
SHMMAry ] .

(i) The department, authorized agency, or court retaining a
copy of the report {summary--submitted-te-the-adepeive-parents]

shall provide a copy of the report which has been edited to protect
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the identity of the birth parents and any other person whose

identity is confidential [Ehat-summary] to the following persons on

request:

(1) an adoptive parent of the adopted child;

(2) the managing conservator, guardian of the person,
or legal custodian of the adopted child;

(3) the adopted child, after the child [Re] 1is an
adult;

(4) the surviviﬁg spouse of the adopted child if the
adopted child is dead and the spouse is the parent or guardian of a
child of the deceased adopted child; or

(5) a progeny of the adopted child if the adopted
child is dead and the progeny is an adult.

(J) A copy of the report [summary] may not be furnished to
any person who cannot furnish satisfactory proof of [Ris] identity
and [ef-his] legal entitlement to receive a copy [ef-the-summary].

(k) A person requesting a copy of the report [summary] must
pay the actual and reasonable costs of providing a copy [ef-the
summary] and verifying [his] entitlement to the copy.

(1) The department, authorized agency, parént, guardian,
person, or entity who prepares and files the original report [arnd
SumMmary ] is required to furnish supplemental medical,

psychological, and psychiatric information to the adoptive parents

should it become available, and to file such supplemental
information where the original report is [and-summary-are] filed,
where it shall be retained for as long as the original report is

[end-summary-are] required to be retained.
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(m) A court having jurisdiction of a suit affecting the

parent-child relationship may by order waive the making and filing

of a report under this section if the child's biological parents

cannot be located, and as a consequence thereof, there is not
sufficient information available to compile a report.

(n) The department, authorized agency, person, or entity

placing a child for adoption shall inform the prospective adoptive

parents of their right to examine the records and other information

relating to the history of the child. It shall be the duty of the

person or entity placing the child for adoption to edit the records

and information to protect the identity of the biological pérents

and any other person whose identity is confidential.

SECTION 5. Section 16.09, Family Code, is amended to read as
follows:

Sec. 16.09. EFFECT OF ADOPTION DECREE. (a) On entry of a
decree of adoption, the parent-child relationship exists between
the adopted child and the adoptive parents as if the child were

born to the adoptive parents during marriage. The adoptive parents

are entitled to receive copies of the records and other information

relating to the history of the child maintained by the department,

authorized agency, person, or entity placing the child for

adoption. It shall be the duty of the person or entity placing the

child for adoption to edit the records and information to protect

the identity of the biclogical parents and any other person whose

identity is confidential.

(b) An adopted child is entitled to inherit from and through

the child's [kis] adoptive parents as though the child ([he] were
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the natural child of the parents.

(c) The terms "child," "descendant," "issue," and other
terms indicating the relationship of parent and child include an
adopted child wunless the context or express language clearly
indicates otherwise.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall preclude or affect the
rights of a biologic or adoptive maternal or paternal grandparent
to reasonable access under Sections 14.03(e), (f), and (g) of this
code.

SECTION 6. Section 34.08, Family Code, is amended to read as
follows:

Sec. 34.08. CONFIDENTIALITY. (a) Except as provided in

Subsections (b) and (c) of this section, the |[The] reports,

records, and working papers used or developed in an investigation
made under this chapter are confidential and may be disclosed only
for purposes consistent with the purposes of this code under
regulations adopted by the investigating agency.

(b) The adoptive parents of a child who was the subject of

an_investigation wunder this chapter and an adult who was the

subject of an investigation under this chapter as a c¢hild are

entitled to examine and make copies of any reports, records,

working papers, and other information in the possession, custody,

or control of the state which pertain to the history of the child

and which have been edited to protect the identity of the

biological parents and any other person whose identity 1is

confidential.

{c) Prior to placing a child who was the subject of an
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investigation under this chapter with prospective adoptive parents,

the department . shall notify the prospective adoptive parents of

their right to examine any reports, records, and other information

in _the possession, custody, or control of the state which pertain

to the history of the child and which have been edited to protect

the identity of the biological parents and any other person whose

identity is confidential. It is the duty of the department to

provide prospective adoptive parents an opportunity to examine such

information as early as practicable prior to placing a child with

the prospective adoptive parents.

SECTION 7. This Act applies to adoptions consummated before,
on, or after the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 8. The imﬁortance of this legislation and the
crowded condition of the calendars in both houses create an
emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days in each house be suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended,
and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its

passage, and it is so enacted.

10
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 1806 was passed by the House on May
5, 1989, by the following vote: Yeas 134, Nays 1; and that the

House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 1806 on May 27,

1989, by a non-record vote.

Chief Clerk of the House

I certify that H.B. No. 1806 was passed by the Senate, with

amendments, on May 26, 1989, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays
0. |
Secretary of the Senate
APPROVED:
Date
Governor'
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President of the Senate Speaker of the House

I certify that H.B. No. [fﬁOé was passed by the House on
(1)

L
/bxﬁh}FS , 1989, by the following vote:

(2)

Yeas 1:3f§%¢Nays Z

e

(3) (4)

and that the House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. No. / fzé;

=
on /b%a\)2177 , 1989, by a non-record vote.
(5) J

Chief Clerk of the House

’

**%% Preparation: 'A;CT62;

L~

I certify that H.B. No. Lﬂ CK;was passed by the Senate, with
(1)

'S
amendments, on ﬁv«%u
7 J

, 1989, by the
(2)

[ 52
following vote: Yeaslzgl , Nays C:>

(3) ' (4)

Secretary of the Senate

APPROVED:

Date

Governor

***% Preparation: 'A;CT14;
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